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people of England from falling under popery and absolute government; that it was necessary that both the military and civil power should be put into other hands, and that the present officers of both ought to be examined and changed, insomuch as the King was told that if he quitted the Duke, it was but to bo a stop both to quit all his friends and servants afterwards, and to fall entirely into the hands of people whom he had reason to think were not so well affected to his person and government.
Before my Lord Halifax went, ho wrote to my Lord Hyde, or rather Mr. Hyde (for ho had not lluit honour conferred upon him, I remember, till afterwards, and by this token, that he sat with us in the House! of Commons, and cried in a speech which he made there in defence of the Duke and of his own religion, somebody having reflected upon him for being popishly inclined). The contents of that letter were to desire Mr. Hyde to be mindful of me, and to obtain some place for me. I gave him the letter when I came to London, but I found no great warmth in his way of receiving it. I gave my Lord Halifax an account of it, who wrote to me from .Uullbrd that I should visit him and press him in it, and that I hud free leave to make use of his name where I saw occasion, for he did not desire I should be fed with vain hopes.
April 20. I was at the King's going to bed (as I was three times in one week). His discourse was generally of the impossibility of such a thing as the Popish Plot, and the contradictions of which it was framed ; that _ he intended that Fiteharris should come immediately to his trial, but in all these affairs the laws should have their course, and whatever his own private opinion was, he would govern himself according to them. Indeed, it wan a great happiness to his people to live under so just and so gracious a prince!
April 26.    I heard of some dangerous words, amounting, as I thought, to high treason, spoken by a person ol